
 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS  

 

The Four “M’s” of Lent 
 
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgres-
sions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, I was born guilty, a 
sinner when my mother conceived me. You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my 
secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me 
hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out 
all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me 
away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and 
sustain in me a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. Deliver 
me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. O Lord, 
open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise”  (Psalm 51:1-15). 
 
 We begin each Lenten Season meditating on these words of Scripture. A few years ago, I was  
privileged to begin this time of reflection at a Pastors Leadership Institute event on Prayer and Spirituality.  
Although not expressly stated, the theme centered around the thoughts of Psalm 51. The event allowed time to 
prayerfully reflect on God’s power and purpose for my life personally and our life together as we worship and 
witness our Savior. Within this time of renewal the following four “M’s” kept surfacing: Melt, Mend, Mold, 
Move. 
 

Lent melts our pride and plans as we reflect on our sin and the judgement our sin deserves.  
Lent mends our hearts as we experience Jesus’ washing us and cleansing us through His life, death, and 
resurrection.  
Lent molds our lives around God’s plan and purpose as we hear Jesus’ loving call to let go of the past, 
pick up our cross, and follow Him.  
Lent moves our hearts and hands in joyful praise and service in response to God’s love displayed in 
Jesus willing sacrifice for His people including you and me! 

 
 The Season of Lent melts, mends, molds, moves us as we walk, with the disciples of every  
generation, through the garden of Gethsemane. Then, we quickly follow into the courtyards of the Temple  
and down the winding streets of Jerusalem. Slowly we follow up the dusty road to Golgatha. Anxiously we 
await the sorrow-filled turned celebration moment at the tomb. But that’s next month and next Season. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
 
Pastor Dan 
2 Peter 3:18 
 
P.S. Don’t miss the Mid-Week food, fellowship and family worship during Lent. This is a great opportunity to 
“Bring the Light of Christ to our Neighbor.”   
 

Open the storehouse of your praise today. Let your heart rejoice and be glad!  

King of Kings Lutheran Church  
 

Open Arms Lutheran Child Development Center 

  
Bringing the Light of Christ to our Neighbor!  
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Read Through the Bible in a Year Calendar  

Scripture reading suggestions:  

1) It’s important to find yourself a regular time and quiet place to read the Bible; reading Scripture regularly and habitually gradu-

ally deepens your relationship with God. Remember, keep it simple. This is only a guide, not a rule. Use this to help hear and 

study God’s Word.  

2) Begin by praying. One very simple and good prayer to use is Psalm 119:18 “Open my eyes, so that I may see the wonderful 

truths in your Word.”  

3) Take some time to be quiet with God, to think about what you read yesterday, and to think again about what you learned from 

that reading.  

4) Read the passage for the day. Think what the passage tells you. Some questions worth asking yourself are: 1. Does this pas-

sage tell a story? Or is it a prayer or a poem, or perhaps part of a letter? 2. What is it mainly about? 3. Does it tell me something 

about what God is like? Does it tell me something about how to live in response to God’s love and plan for me?  

5) Try to summarize what you have learned from the passage.  

6) Is there something here that I don’t understand, that I need to think about a lot more, or talk to someone else about, or per-

haps even look for more information?  

7) Take some more time to be quiet with God-don’t just ask these questions once over, but think about them for a while. Think 

again about yesterday’s reading-how do the things you learned yesterday fit with what you learned today?  

8) Keeping a notebook of what you learn can be very helpful.  

9) Did you know that…..When you carry the Bible, Satan has a headache. When he sees you reading it, he faints. Let’s read the 

Bible every day so he keeps on fainting. Maybe one day he’ll have a stroke and never wake up.  

 

The following is the next 2+ months readings: 
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MARCH 
 
1/Numbers 4-6 
2/Numbers 7-9 
3/Psalms 25-28 
4/Numbers 10-12 
5/Numbers 13-15  
6/Numbers 16-18  
7/Numbers 19-21  
8/Numbers 22-24  
9/Numbers 25-27  
10/Numbers 28-30  
11/Numbers 31-33  
12/Numbers 34-36  
13/Psalms 29-32  
14/Deuteronomy 1-3 
15/Deuteronomy 4-6 
16/Deuteronomy 7-9 
17/Deuteronomy 10-12 
18/Deuteronomy 13-15 
19/Deuteronomy 16-18 
20/Deuteronomy 19-21 
21/Deuteronomy 22-24 
22/Psalms 33-36 
23/ Deuteronomy 25-27 
24/Deuteronomy 22-24 
25/Deuteronomy 31-34 
26/Joshua 1-3 
27/Joshua 4-6 

28/Joshua 7-9 
29/Joshua 10-12 
30/Joshua 13-15 
31/Psalms 37-40 
 
APRIL 
 
1/Joshua 16-18 
2/Joshua 19-21 
3/Joshua 22-24 
4/ Judges 1-3 
5/ Judges 4-6 
6/ Judges 7-9 
7/ Judges 10-12 
8/ Judges 13-15 
9/Psalms 41-44 
10/Judges 16-18 
11/Judges 19-21 
12/Ruth 1-4 
13/1 Samuel 1-3 
14/1 Samuel 4-6 
15/1 Samuel 7-9 
16/1 Samuel 10-12 
17/1 Samuel 13-15 
18/Psalms 45-48 
19/1 Samuel 16-18 
20/1 Samuel 19-21 

21/1Samuel 22-24 
22/1 Samuel 25-27 
23/1 Samuel 28-31 
24/2 Samuel 1-3 
25/2 Samuel 4-6 
26/2 Samuel 7-9 
27 /Psalms 49-52 
28/2 Samuel 10-12 
29/2Samuel 13-15 
30/2 Samuel 16-18 
 
MAY 
 
1/2Samuel 19-21 
2/2 Samuel 22-24 
3/1 Chronicles 1-3 
4/1 Chronicles 4-6 
5/1 Chronicles 7-9 
6/Psalms 53-56 
7/1 Chronicles 10-12 
8/1 Chronicles 13-15 
9/1 Chronicles 16-18 
10/1Chronicles 19-21 
11/1 Chronicles 22-24 
12/1 Chronicles 25-27 
13/1 Chronicles 28-29 
14/ 1 Kings 1-4 
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Worship Services Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 PM 
 

Lent is a time of special devotion to the most sacred of all stories---the story of 

Jesus' suffering and death on the cross. We come face to face with why we need 

a Savior and what Jesus, the Son of God, accomplished for us and for the whole 

world.   

             “Life on the Edge of Faith” 

  March 1:   “A Sleeping Disciple” 

         March 8:   “A High Priest” 

         March 15:  “A Maid” 

         March 22:  “A Soldier” 

         March 29:  “A City Dweller” 
 

The personal conversations revolve around our need, and often times, failure to “talk” to others and God 

about the struggles and stresses of daily life.  In every day situations we find comfort and consul by listen-

ing to God and the individuals He blesses us with in our daily living.  Special thanks to our faithful and 

fun drama team for sharing their drama skills and strengthening our faith journey.  Please plan on joining 

us every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM during the Lenten Season for spiritual growth. 
 

Maundy Thursday (April 6) 

Seder Meal 6:30 PM 

Good Friday (April 7) 

Worship Service at 7:00 PM 

 

Easter (April 9) 

Worship with Holy Communion 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Easter Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt  
9:00 AM 

 

 
 

March Calendar of Events 
 

Mar. 5  11:30 am Youth Group 

Mar. 9    6:30 pm Men’s Night Out 

Mar. 11   7:30 am Kings Men Breakfast 

Mar. 12 11:30 am LWML Meeting 

Mar. 13  6:30 pm Parish Planning 

 

Every Tuesday at 1:30 pm Bridge  

Every Wed. 5:30-6:30 pm Lenten Supper 

  7:00 pm Lenten Services 

Every Thursday at 9:00 am  Quilters 

Attention Thrivent Members:   

 

     If you haven’t used your 2022 Thrivent 

Action cards yet or have any plans for your 

2023 Action Cards and would like to donate it 

to help out several upcoming events, please 

let the church office know.  Several opportu-

nities this time of year present themselves. 

Such as the Easter Breakfast, Easter Egg 

Hunt, Youth Garage Sale, LERT, etc.   Please 

note that the 2022 Action Cards will expire on 

March 31st.  
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Lutheran Laymen's League - the Kings Men 
 

The men once again had an active month.  On February 14th the men met for dinner 
at Frontera's here in town.  On March 9th we will meet for Dinner at Toni's Italian’o 
Restaurant in Olathe.   
 
We also met for breakfast, fellowship and Bible study on Feb 10th.  A wonderful 
meal was provided by Carey Prothe.  The men decided for the month of February to 

donate $100 to St. Paul Lutheran High School in Concordia, Missouri.  St. Paul is the lone remaining  
Lutheran High School that offers a boarding option.  We feel blessed to partner with St Paul Lutheran 
High School. 
 
This past month we spearheaded the Valentine's Day Marriage Photo Review.  Many parishioners com-
mented on how much they enjoyed seeing the various wedding photos of our members.  It sure was fun 
reminiscing over the styles of yesteryear. 
 
During the season of LENT we will be collecting fun, cartoon bandages 
for the Noah's Bandage Project.  These band aides will go to the young 
children who are hospitalized at Children's Mercy.  The fun bandages  
provide the kiddos with a little joy, a conversation piece with family and 
friends, as well as taking a little of the sting away from getting a shot.  We will have two large collection 
containers in the fellowship hall to collect the band aides.  For additional information on the Noah's Band-
age Project, please visit Noah's Bandage Project (noahsbandageproject.com) 
 
The men also purchased a new Luther's seal flag that will fly outside beneath the American Flag on our 
Flag pole. 
 
We are organizing a King of Kings Day at Legends Field to watch the KC Monarch's play!  We will be 
attending the game on Saturday June 3rd.  Tickets in advance are only $17.50 each and parking is free.   
If you would like to attend, please have your check in the church office by no later than the last Sunday  
in April.  Please place the check in a separate envelope with KC MONARCH's Baseball written on the 
outside of the envelope.  All tickets will be at the Will Call window on the day of the game.  Stay tuned 
for additional information on possible tailgating prior to the game.   

 

 

 

 

 

 Open Arms children had a great Valentine's Day with lots of fun and sweet treats!  We had a  

Super Bowl celebration in the gym on February 15 and also Ms. Dana( from King of Kings) came and 

read to three classes.  We love guest readers and would love to welcome others.  Teachers are gearing up 

for conferences and tracking student progress to share with families!  We are ready for Spring and hope it 

gets here quickly!! 

 

Angela Thrasher 

Open Arms Director 

https://noahsbandageproject.com/
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Can you believe March is upon us?  We have a lot going on over here at MLM, please see below! 

  

Munch Madness starts on March 1st- this is our annual campaign to support all of our food programs: 

 

1.  Homes for Hope Day – gather your friends, your tools, and adopt one of our many houses that needs 

life changing improvements for low income seniors. There are lots of ways to get involved with this 

project. You can sponsor, you can sponsor and volunteer, or you can volunteer. and you can also 

email me or Maria Hurd with questions (mariahurd@mlmkc.org) 

 

2.   We are always in need of volunteers, especially for Senior Commodity distribution which is the 3rd 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of the month at the central location 8:30am-11am. This is great for a 

group, we usually need between 6-10 volunteers. 

 

3.   Did you know that the number of sack lunches we hand out on a daily basis is growing? On average 

we hand out 100 sack lunches a day, on Feb. 2nd we actually handed out 152. Your Thrivent Action team 

dollars can be used to host a sack lunch packing party! Email me for details on how to do this. 

  

Up Coming Events: 

March 1st-March 31st – Munch Madness Campaign 

March 24th – 3B, tickets are still on sale https://mlmkc.org/event/3b-basketball-bbq-beer/ 

March 31st – Blessings Abound charity auction to support MLM’s Munch Madness Campaign 

April 13th – The Heritage Society luncheon, invites going out soon 

April 29th – Opening day at the Garden and Orchard 

May 20th-    Homes for Hope Day 

  

 Thanks! 

  

Rebecka Noel , Director of Community Engagement 

Metro Lutheran Ministry 

816-285-3154 (d) 

www.mlmkc.org 

mailto:mariahurd@mlmkc.org
https://mlmkc.org/event/3b-basketball-bbq-beer/
www.mlmkc.org
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE (LWML) 

 

This is the time of year when I'm happy or sad  when Lent starts.  Happy to see my 

spring flowers popping up and sad to know it is the time of the year when our Lord 

Jesus Christ was crucified.  Hope I see you at the Lenten meals and church on  

     Wednesday nights. 

 

The LWML ladies served the Ash Wednesday dinner.  I want to thank Dale Melancon and Tom Stevens 

for donating and preparing the pulled pork,  Our meal would not be the same without Gale Wisnieski's 

wonderful baked beans.  Pat Hymer thank you for coming in early and getting things started.  Also, a big 

thank you for all the other items on our menu and the wonderful ladies who baked a dessert. Last but not 

least a big thank you for all the kitchen clean up, people who set up the tables and put them away, Tana, 

your team did a great job. We served  60 people and sent some leftovers to Open Arms.  Sorry, if I forgot 

someone your help was so much appreciated. 

 

Congregation, AWESOME JOB bringing in the socks for the homeless.  Really, I was hoping for 100 pairs 

but you all came through with over 400 pairs.  So, we took some to the Multi-Service center, MLM and 

Joy Closet.  Thank you Susan Whitmer for delivering some of these.  Joy Closet gives clothing away to 

any one that gets a ticket from the Multi-Service Center. 

 

Please check out the LWML board by the kitchen window for all the mission projects that were complet-

ed.  Our ladies are truly blessed by our Lord and show this with blessings to others. 

 

Our quilting group ladies are working away on quilts but we need people to tie.  We are expecting Orphan 

Grain Train to be our guest at the Spring Fling on Saturday, March 25th.  If we get some more quilts done 

they can take them home to Wichita.  Ladies, the Spring Fling is a nice day with other Christian ladies.  I 

should have a notice before to long about the day and will put it on the bulletin board. Oh, we work on 

quilts every Thursday, 9:00 am to noon but you can stay as long as you want. 

 

Our next meeting is Sunday, March 12th at 11:30 am, right after second service. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Judy Anderson 

King of Kings LWML President 

 

Thank you to Thrivent Financial members who directed their Choice Dollars to King of Kings. 

 

Neal V Brockschmidt, Charlene R Helmer, Paul G Helmer, Richard L Hughey 

 

If you have any questions about Thrivent Financial or Choice Dollars, please contact 

mail@thrivent.com or Jean Germer 913-484-7502. 



 

MEMBERSHIP  2023  2022  

Baptized  603 602  

Confirmed  381 377 

Family Units  265 263  

ATTENDANCE    

Jan. (Avg.) *in-
house & virtual   

125.5+40.05 
=165.5* 

106+29 
=135* 

RECEIPTS  JANUARY YTD  

Actual  $26,502  $26,502  

Budget  $27,146  $27,146  

EXPENSES    

Actual  $19,793 $19,793 

Budget  $27,095 $27,095 

NET    

Actual  $6,709 $6,709 

Budget  $51 $51 

KING OF KINGS 

OUR SUPPORT OF THE LORD’S WORK 

OPEN ARMS 

RECEIPTS  JANUARY YTD  

Actual  $80,378 $80,378 

Budget  $63,324 $63,324 

EXPENSES    

Actual  $66,116 $66,116 

Budget  $63,265  $63,265 

NET    

Actual  $14,262 $14,262 

Budget  $59 $59 

 

King of King’s Elected  

2023 Officers/Parish Planning Committee  

 

Pastor:    Dan Wehmeier  

President:    Richard Ahrens 

President – Elect:   Phil Gehrt  

Treasurer:    Dale Melancon  

Support/Admin. Leader:  Dan Popp  

Worship Ministry Leader:  Ted Marsh 

Youth Ministry Leader:  Ali Van Dellen  

Family Ministry Leader:  Tana Melancon  

Head Elder:    Joel Whitmer  

Open Arms Director:   Angela Thrasher  

 

Open Arms Team 

Team Leader: Erin Schrepel  

Team Members: Sharlot Ahrens, Jody Church,  

  Heather Petit and Lyle Miller  

 

Board of Mission Directors  

Pastor:    Dan Wehmeier  

President:    Richard Ahrens  

President– Elect:   Phil Gehrt  

Support/Admin. Leader:  Dan Popp  

Head Elder:    Joel Whitmer  

Open Arms Administrator:  Angela Thrasher  

Open Arms Team Leader:  Erin Schrepel  

 

2023 Elders:  
 

Joel Whitmer (Head Elder), Richard Ahrens, Ryan 

Church, Greg Gartner, John Klein, Herb Klemp, 

Kevin Kufeldt, Dale Melancon, Chadd Schrepel, 

Allen Snyder and Tim Van Dellen  
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2023 Youth Group Officers:  
 

President  Austin Sandman 

Vice President   Nina Wahl 

Secretary  Abby McGarr 

Treasurer  Danny Wahl 

On Saturday night, March 11th before going 

to bed remember to turn your clocks ahead 

(spring ahead!) one hour. 



 

 

 

 
We have two services:  

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  

9:20 a.m. Bible Class,  

Sunday School and  

Confirmation  

 
Communion will be celebrated at both  

services.  
 

No nursery available at this time.  
10:30 a.m.-noon.  

 
Wednesday 7:00 PM Lenten Services 

 
Be sure and tell your friends and neigh-

bors about these services. 
  

They need the light of Christ too!  

We’re on the Web: www.kingofkingsks.org  

King of Kings Lutheran Church  

306 East Madison  

P.O. Box 364  

Gardner KS 66030-0364  

Daniel Wehmeier, Pastor  

Paul Helmer, Pastor Emeritus  

Paul Hoppe, Pastor Emeritus  

William Postel, Pastor Emeritus  

Phone: 913-856-2500  

Email: info@kingofkingsks.org  

Open Arms Lutheran Child Dev. Ctr. 

Email: openarmscdc@kingofkingsks.org  

Phone: 913-856-4250 

A Christian  

Passover Seder  

for Holy Thursday 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 

6th 

6:30 pm 

  

 A Christian version of the Jewish Passover 

Seder, or ritual meal is most effective in teaching 

children (and parents, too) the tradition of the 

Passover and its fulfillment in the Last Supper. 

  

A suggested donation of $5.00 per person or $20 

per immediate family to cover the cost of the 

meal.   

 

Deadline for sign-up is Sunday, April 2nd.  


